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PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
August 18, 2026 Meeting Summary
7:00 PM

1.	ROLL CALL
Members Present:	Joe Peterson; Corey Kolquist; Beth Wentzlaff; John Stauber; Matthew Fournier; Kevin Hagen; and Ryan Johnson

Members Absent:	Amanda Radzak

Others Present:	Eric Johnson, Community Development Director and David Bolf, City Engineer; Dawson Wojciuk, Hermantown; Paul Pedersen, Hermantown; Ross Bjorlin, Hermantown, Jeffrey Donohue, Duluth; and Tom Johnson, Hermantown.

2.	APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion made by Corey Kolquist to approve the August 18, 2026 agenda as presented.  Seconded by Kevin Hagen.  Motion carried 6-0.

3.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion made by Matthew Fournier to approve the July 21, 2026 minutes as presented.  Seconded by John Stauber.  Motion carried 6-0. 
	
4.	PUBLIC DISCUSSION
		
[bookmark: _Hlk146888560]5.	PUBLIC HEARING

[bookmark: _Hlk236643003]5A.	An application for a Special Use Permit by Dawson and Jessica Wojciuk for the purpose of constructing a 2,400 square foot accessory structure.  The property is located at 3879 Kenroy Road and is located in a R-3, Residential zoning district.

Eric Johnson, Community Development Director, presented an application from Dawson and Jessica Wojciuk to construct a 2,400-square-foot accessory structure at 3879 Kenroy Road. Structures over 1,200 square feet require a Special Use Permit under Section 535.06.5 of the Zoning Ordinance. The applicants are requesting approval for the proposed structure.

The National Wetland Inventory indicates potential wetlands on the property. A wetland delineation and proposed impact assessment must be approved by the Hermantown Technical Evaluation Panel before building or land disturbance permits are issued.

Motion made by Corey Kolquist to approve the application for a Special Use Permit by Dawson and Jessica Wojciuk for the purpose of constructing a 2,400 square foot accessory structure.  The property is located at 3879 Kenroy Road and is located in a R-3, Residential zoning district.  Seconded by Beth Wentzlaff.  Motion carried. 6-0.

[bookmark: _Hlk236642808]5B.	An application for a Special Use Permit by Ross Bjorlin for the purpose of constructing a 2,688 square foot accessory structure.  The property is located at 5801 W. Arrowhead Road and is located in a S-1, Suburban zoning district.

Eric presented to the commission members, that Applicant, Ross Bjorlin, desires to build a 2,688 square foot accessory structure on a property at 5801 W Arrowhead Road. Construction of an accessory structure over 2,400 square feet in size is permitted with a Special Use Permit per Section 500.06.5 of the Zoning Ordinance. The applicant is requesting approval for construction of a 2,688 square foot accessory structure.

The Applicant is requesting approval to construct a 2,688 square foot accessory building. The accessory building would be 42 feet by 64 feet in size, with 16-foot sidewalls. The overall height of the proposed building is approximately 22 feet. The construction type would be slab-on-grade, with metal siding and roof. The building will be used to house the applicant’s personal belongings and storage of his RV. No business activity is proposed as part of this use.

Motion made by Ryan Johnson to approve the application for a Special Use Permit by Ross Bjorlin for the purpose of constructing a 2,688 square foot accessory structure.  The property is located at 5801 W. Arrowhead Road and is located in a S-1, Suburban zoning district.  Seconded by John Stauber. Motion carried. 6-0.

[bookmark: _Hlk236642594][bookmark: _Hlk236746178]5C.	An application for a Special Use Permit by Paul Pedersen for the purpose of constructing a 3,200 square foot accessory structure.  The property is located at 4041 Sangstrom Road and is located in a S-1, Suburban zoning district.

Eric presented that applicant, Paul Pedersen, desires to build a 3,200 square foot accessory structure on a property at 4041 Sangstrom Road. Construction of an accessory structure over 2,400 square feet in size is permitted with a Special Use Permit per Section 500.06.5 of the Zoning Ordinance. The applicant is
requesting approval for construction of a 3,200 square foot accessory structure.

Motion made by John Stauber  to approve the application for a Special Use Permit by Paul Pedersen for the purpose of constructing a 3,200 square foot accessory structure.  The property is located at 4041 Sangstrom Road and is located in a S-1, Suburban zoning district.  Seconded by Corey Kolquist. Motion carried. 6-0.

5D.	Zoning Ordinance text amendments by the City of Hermantown amending Chapter 10, Section 1010.04 Flag Lots, of the Hermantown Zoning Ordinance to allow for the administrative review and approval of flag lot subdivision applications.

Eric presented the zoning amendments to the commission members.  Staff is proposing to streamline flag lot approvals by removing the Planning & Zoning Commission’s required review.

Since 2020, 17 flag lot applications have been submitted and none denied, while P&Z review adds about four weeks to the process. Under the proposal, adjacent property owners would receive notice and have 15 days to comment, after which City staff could approve the application.

Motion made by Corey Kolquist to approve the text amendments by the City of Hermantown amending Chapter 10, Section 1010.04 Flag Lots, of the Hermantown Zoning Ordinance to allow for the administrative review and approval of flag lot subdivision applications.  Seconded by Matthew Fournier. Motion carried. 6-0.

5F.	The City of Hermantown will be conducting a work session to discuss the proposed Google Data Center.  The purpose of the work session is for the Planning and Zoning Commission to ask questions of the developer in preparation of a potential land use application(s).

	6. 	CONTINUING BUSINESS
None.

7.	NEW BUSINESS
Eric introduced to the commission that representatives from Google will be making a presentation this evening.  Some items to be covered will be the introduction of a Special Use Permit, a Preliminary and Final Plat and a Wetland Replacement Plan.

Tyler Huebner, Manager for the Central Region Energy Marketing Dev. Team of Google, introduced himself and handed the presentation over to Brian Wurdeman professional Engineer with Kimly Horn and his team.  Information presented included the following:
· Site selection
· Development process
· Additional land use reviews
· Proposed development/site plan
· Plat
· Building elevations
· Landscaping/screening
· Visualizations
· Grading and stormwater management
· Wetland impacts and mitigation
· Groundwater, water use and wastewater
· Public utilities and road improvements
· Lighting/photometrics
· Noise and noise abatement
· Back-up generators
· Electromagnetic fields
· Traffic and traffic mitigation plan
· Construction phases
· Project comparisons to the AUAR

8.	COMMUNICATIONS
Correspondence 2026-407 – 2026-430; 2026-433 – 2026-487; 2026-489 – 2026-528; 2026-530 – 2026-571; 2026-574 – 2026-576; 2026-579 – 2026-580.  
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9.	COMMISSION MEMBER REPORTS
Joe Peterson – None
	Beth Wentzlaff – None
	Kevin Hagen – None
	Matthew Fournier – None
	John Stauber – None
	Amanda Radzak – Absent
Ryan Johnson – stated he would be absent for the September 15, 2026 meeting but expressed his support for the proposed data center project
	
ADJOURN

Motion made by John Stauber to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Kevin Hagen.  Meeting adjourned at 10:36 pm.

	Officiated by:

	
	Transcribed by:

	
	
	


	Joe Peterson, Chairman
	
	Mary Melde, Administrative Assistant



Page 5
image1.jpg
City of
Hermantown

Minnesota




