Kimley»Horn

MEMORANDUM
To: Harmony Group LLC
Ashley Payne
From: Cassie Baumgartner
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.
Date: July 31, 2026

Hermantown, St. Louis County, Minnesota — Hermantown Industrial Threatened and

Subject: Endangered Species Memorandum

INTRODUCTION

Kimley-Horn was contracted by Harmony Group LLC. to review the Hermantown Industrial project study
area for potential species constraints. See Figure 1 for project location and Figure 2 for the study area
boundary. The project is located in Hermantown, St. Louis County, Minnesota. The threatened and
endangered species investigation included 24 parcels totaling 279.1 acres and is bound to the north by
Morris Thomas Road and to the east by Midway Road. The western boundary of the study area extends
parallel to Solway Road, and the southern boundary extends parallel to Saint Louis River Road. The
western and southern boundaries are located approximately 0.27 miles east and 0.25 miles north of
the roads, respectively (the “study area”). The study area is located in Section 31 of Township 50N,
Range 15W. Kimley-Horn reviewed available background data in addition to conducting a field survey
to assist in determining if there are any potential species constraints for the study area.

SITE DESCRIPTION

The majority of the study area is currently mixed forest and deciduous forest, herbaceous land, and
wetland, with areas of impervious surface throughout the site. There are several residences along the
northern and eastern perimeter of the study area. The western portion of the study area is adjacent to
a power plant and includes associated access roads. Portions of the central forested area of the study
area appear to have been recently logged. The study area location and characteristics are shown in
Figure 1 and Figure 2.

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

USFWS Federally Listed Threatened and Endangered Species

Kimley-Horn conducted a preliminary review of the potential for federally listed threatened, endangered,
and proposed species to occur within the study area. These species and their preferred habitat were
assessed for the potential to be affected by the proposed project for the purposes of due diligence in
compliance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The project is privately funded and is not
anticipated to have a federal nexus; therefore, an effects determination for federal species was
assessed under Section 9 and 10 of the ESA. If a federal nexus is late anticipated, the project should
be revaluated under Section 7 of the ESA. A list of the threatened, endangered, and proposed species
along with the designated critical habitat that could occur in St. Louis County was obtained on July 27,
2026, from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation
(IPaC) online planning tool. The resource list is not considered official USFWS correspondence for ESA
consultation. Habitat descriptions for the identified species were compared to the land cover within or
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induced alterations initiated around a previously used nest site during a time when eagles are not
present, if, upon the eagle's return, such alterations agitate or bother an eagle to a degree that interferes
with or interrupts normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering habits, and causes injury, death or nest
abandonment. Kimley-Horn conducted a preliminary review of the potential for Bald and Golden Eagle
habitat to occur on the study area or be affected by the project for the purposes of due diligence in
complying with the BGEPA. Kimley-Horn downloaded and reviewed the IPaC official species list to
assess the potential for Bald and Golden Eagles to occur within the study area. The USFWS data noted
the potential for bald eagles in the vicinity of the study area. Kimley-Horn staff assessed for Bald and
Golden Eagle nests during the field habitat assessment and none were observed.

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Natural Heritage Information System
Review

Kimley-Horn contacted the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR) for an updated
Natural Heritage Review for the proposed project in January 2026 and received a response on March
2, 2026. The findings were the same across both reports and are discussed below.

Additionally, Kimley-Horn reviewed the Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS) data per license
agreement LA-2024-006 for state listed species within one mile of the project study area. The database
includes known occurrences of any state endangered, threatened, or special concern species. The
identity of the species and location are restricted and should not be shared publicly.

One state-listed species was identified within one mile of the study area and is described in Table 2.
The identification of this species is consistent with previous Natural Heritage Reviews received from
the DNR for the study area vicinity.

Table 2: Minnesota State Listed Species

Species State Status NHIS Listing Location and Preferred Habitat

The NHIS database shows a mapped record for the
American goshawk approximately 0.9 miles outside
of the study area boundary. The preferred habitat of
the American goshawk includes large tracts of
mature and older upland forest. Preferred cover
types for foraging include aspen, paper birch, pine,
and spruce forests. Nesting areas tend to have taller
and larger diameter trees and fewer understory trees
than foraging areas.

Accipiter atricapillus Species of
(American goshawk) Special Concern

The Natural Heritage Review letter requested for the study area vicinity stated “The Natural Heritage
Information System tracks bat roost trees and hibernacula plus some acoustic data, but this information
is not exhaustive. Even if there are no bat records listed all of Minnesota’s bats, including the federally
endangered northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), can be found throughout Minnesota.
During the active season (approximately April-November) bats roost underneath bark, in cavities, or in
crevices of both live and dead trees. Tree removal can negatively impact bats by destroying roosting
habitat, especially during the pup rearing season when females are forming maternity roosting colonies,
and the pups cannot yet fly. The northern long-eared bat (NLEB) was not listed on the IPaC official list
nor were any known nearby occurrences listed in the NHIS data.

No Minnesota Biological Survey (MBS) Sites of Biodiversity Significance or Native Plant Communities
were identified within the project study area.
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SUITABLE HABITAT FIELD INVESTIGATION

Field Habitat Assessment

Kimley-Horn conducted a protected species field habitat assessment in 2024 on September 26 and
October 3, and in 2025 on June 2 and 3, and September 11 and 22. Potential suitable habitat for
federally listed species was identified within the study area during the field investigation and is
described below in Table 3 and is depicted in Figure 3 and Figure 4. While wetland wasn’t specifically
identified as suitable habitat for any of the listed species, most wetlands within the study area were
observed to contain an herbaceous layers and/or deciduous trees, and therefore could be considered
suitable habitat.

Table 3. Potential Listed Species Habitat

Land Cover | Potential Suitable

Type Habitat? Area (acres) | Notes

Areas of deciduous forest are present in
the northeastern and northwestern
portions of the study area. The dominant
tree species observed were a mix of
alders, aspens, maples, oaks, and
hickories. Deciduous forest provides
suitable habitat for the gray wolf and
American goshawk.. Deciduous forest
may provide marginal, but not preferred,
habitat for the Canada lynx.

Gray wolf,
American goshawk, 132
Canada lynx

Deciduous
Forest

Areas of mixed forest are present
throughout the study area. The dominant
tree species observed were a mix of
Gray wolf, alders, aspens, maples, oaks, and
Mixed American goshawk, 19 hickories with some conifers present.
Forest , Mixed forest provides suitable habitat for
Canada lynx the gray wolf and American goshawk.
Mixed forest may provide marginal, but
not preferred, habitat for the Canada
lynx.

Areas of wetland were observed
throughout the study area. While
wetland wasn’t specifically identified as
suitable habitat for any of the listed
Wetland See notes 58 species, most wetlands within the study
area were observed to contain an
herbaceous layer and/or deciduous
trees and therefore could be considered
suitable habitat.

Herbaceous areas are  present

Canada Lynx, throughout the study area. This area

Herbaceous Gray wolf, could provide suitable habitat for the
Monarch butterfly, 59
land , Canada Ilynx, gray wolf, monarch
Suckley’s cuckoo bumble ,
bee butterfly, and Suckley’s cuckoo bumble

bee.
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Imbervious Impervious surface areas are not
Spu rface None 12 considered suitable habitat for species
identified by the MnDNR or IPaC.
FINDINGS

Based on the information reviewed, Kimley-Horn has identified potential species constraints that could
require additional planning.

Federally Listed Species

Based on the known preferred habitat for the Canada lynx, and the presence of marginal suitable
habitat identified during the site visit (mixed deciduous forest) and suitable habitat identified through
the desktop review (boreal forest), the Canada lynx has the potential to occur within the study area.
However, the study area is known to be disturbed. Due to the generalist nature of the Canada lynx,
and because preferred suitable habitat (contiguous, undisturbed boreal forests) is present adjacent
to the study area, it is unlikely for the Canada lynx to occur within the project area. Therefore,
impacts to the Canada lynx are not anticipated.

Based on the known preferred habitat for the gray wolf, as well as the presence of suitable habitat
identified during the site visit (herbaceous land and deciduous forest), the gray wolf has the
potential to occur within the study area. However, the study area known to be disturbed. Due to the
generalist nature of the gray wolf and because higher quality, undisturbed preferred suitable habitat
is present in the surrounding area, it is unlikely for the gray wolf to occur within the project area.
Therefore, impacts to the gray wolf are not anticipated.

Based on the known preferred habitat for the monarch butterfly, as well as the presence of suitable
habitat identified during the site visit, the species has the potential to occur within herbaceous land
observed within the study area. The proposed project may affect vegetation that could harbor
monarch butterflies and/or suitable monarch habitat; however, ground and vegetation disturbing
activities are not expected to appreciably diminish the quality or extent of available suitable habitat
within the project area. The project is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the monarch
butterfly; however, a re-evaluation of project impacts to the monarch butterfly will be required if the
project is not completed prior to when the final rule is published.

Based on the known preferred habitat for the Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee, as well as the presence
of suitable habitat identified during the site visit, the species has the potential to occur within
herbaceous land observed within the study area. The proposed project may affect vegetation that
could harbor Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee and/or suitable bee habitat; however, ground and
vegetation disturbing activities are not expected to appreciably diminish the quality or extent of
available suitable habitat within the project area. The project is not likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of the Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee; however, a re-evaluation of project impacts to the
bee will be required if the project is not completed prior to when the final rule is published.

State Listed Species

Based on the known preferred habitat for the American goshawk, as well as the suitable habitat
presence identified during the site visit, the species has the potential to occur within forested areas
observed within the study area.

To avoid impacts to state-listed species, the DNR recommends modifying the location of project
activities to avoid suitable habitat or modifying the timing of project activities to avoid the presence
of the species. No specific species recommendations were identified.
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Migratory Birds
e Suitable habitat for migratory birds was identified throughout the study area

Other Considerations

e Based on the known preferred habitat for bats, the study area could contain suitable roosting
habitat. However, based on USFWS and MnDNR data, it is unlikely for bats to inhabit the study
area

MITIGATION

Federally Listed Species

¢ Mitigation for the Canada lynx, gray wolf, monarch butterfly, and Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee is
not anticipated.

State Listed Species

o With regard to the American goshawk, no specific mitigation requirements were requested by the
MnDNR.

e There are no additional mitigation requirements requested by MnDNR.

VOLUNTARY CONSERVATION MEASURES
Federally Listed Species

o Reseeding disturbed herbaceous land with native seed mix is recommended to avoid potential
impacts to the monarch butterfly and Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee.

State Listed Species

o With regard to the American goshawk, while not required, impacts to wooded areas should be
minimized or avoided where practicable. Additionally, tree disturbance could avoid the American
goshawk nesting season, which occurs between April and July.

Migratory Birds

e USFWS recommends avoiding tree clearing during the general migratory bird nesting season
(March 1 to August 31). In northern Minnesota, peak migratory bird nesting season ranges from
approximately May 1 to August 15. Additionally, a stick nest survey prior to construction could be
completed to avoid impacts to migratory birds if tree clearing occurs during peak nesting season.

Other Considerations

o While not required, the DNR recommends that tree removal be avoided from June 1 through
August 15 to minimize impacts to bats.
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Figures
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ATTACHMENT A

Species Resources
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https://www.fws.gov/service/section-7-consultations
https://www.fws.gov/office/midwest-region-headquarters/midwest-section-7-technical-assistance#:~:text=Section%207%20of%20the%20Endangered,)(1)%20of%20the%20law.
https://www.fws.gov/office/midwest-region-headquarters/midwest-section-7-technical-assistance#:~:text=Section%207%20of%20the%20Endangered,)(1)%20of%20the%20law.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdZcDOnFMkE
https://www.fws.gov/office/minnesota-wisconsin-ecological-services/species
https://www.fws.gov/office/minnesota-wisconsin-ecological-services/species



https://www.fws.gov/media/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
https://www.fws.gov/media/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines



https://www.fws.gov/species/northern-long-eared-bat-myotis-septentrionalis
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2001-06-26/pdf/01-15791.pdf#page=1
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2001-06-26/pdf/01-15791.pdf#page=1
https://www.fws.gov/story/do-i-need-eagle-take-permit
https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws?id=fws_kb_view&sys_id=4b14a5691b9f10104fa520eae54bcba6
https://fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/story/avoidance-and-minimization-measures-communication-towers



https://www.fws.gov/node/266176
https://www.fws.gov/media/land-based-wind-energy-guidelines
https://www.fws.gov/media/eagle-conservation-plan-guidance
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/index.html
mailto:Review.NHIS@state.mn.us
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/erreview/review.html#:~:text=An%20Endangered%20Resouces%20Review%20(ER,management%2C%20development%20and%20planning%20projects
mailto:DNRERReview@wi.gov






https://www.google.com/maps/@46.77319575,-92.2854009831511,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.77319575,-92.2854009831511,14z



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3652
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4488
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10885
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/



https://www.fws.gov/law/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act
https://www.fws.gov/law/migratory-bird-treaty-act-1918
https://www.fws.gov/media/national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines
https://www.fws.gov/Alaska-eagle-nesting
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/contact-us
https://www.fws.gov/program/ecological-services/contact-us
https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management/eagle-incidental-disturbance-and-nest-take-permits
https://www.fws.gov/story/do-i-need-eagle-take-permit
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/contact-us
https://www.fws.gov/program/ecological-services/contact-us
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action



https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/media/nationwide-avoidance-minimization-measures-birds
https://www.fws.gov/media/nationwide-avoidance-minimization-measures-birds
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/law/migratory-bird-treaty-act-1918
https://www.fws.gov/law/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9399



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9454
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9643
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9465
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8745
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9469
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3914
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/11987
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9431
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action



https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action



https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/media/nationwide-avoidance-minimization-measures-birds
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-wetlands-inventory
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx












https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMACC01150
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMACC01150



https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html 
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/nhnrp/natural-heritage-review.html
mailto:Review.NHIS@state.mn.us?subject=NH%20Review%20Letter%20MCE%20%23&body=MCE%20%23
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html
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