
CITY OF HERMANTOWN 

Utility Commission 

Thursday, May 14, 2026 

5:30 PM Central 

MEETING CONDUCTED IN PERSON 

  
 

CITY STAFF: Trish Crego, Utility & Infrastructure Director; David Bolf, City Engineer; 

Chad Ronchetti Assistant City Administrator 

 

VISITORS: 

 

8 

 

 

 

1. ROLL CALL  

 

Bill Berg:    Present  

Councilor Andy Hjelle:    Present    

Doug Kerfeld:    Absent    

Robert McLachlan:    Present    

James Sweeney Present 

Barry Simonson Present 
 

  
 

2. MINUTES 

Approval or Correction 
 

 A. 

 

  

01/15/2026 Meeting Minutes 

 

Motion to approve March 12th, 2026 meeting minutes. This motion, made by Bill 

Berg and seconded by Robert McLachlan, Carried. 

 

Bill Berg:    Yea 

Councilor Andy Hjelle:    Yea    

Doug Kerfeld:    Yea    

Robert McLachlan:    Yea    

James Sweeney: Yea 

Barry Simonson Yea 

Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 



This is the time for individuals to address the Commission about any item not on the agenda. The time limit 

is three minutes per person. Speakers who wish to comment at this time or later on agenda items should be 

signed up prior to the start of the meeting. A sign-up sheet is available in the lobby prior to the meeting for 

verbal remarks. As always, written comments may be submitted to the City Clerk before the end of the 

meeting. 

 

A.  Jackie Dolentz – 5842 Old Hwy 2.: Commenting on utility extensions and data center: 

See attached handout A. Also mentioned the 2045 plan does not address taxes and Adolf 

rezoning did not get input from the steering committee 

 

B. Clarissa Ek – 3505 Solway Rd, Town of Solway: Commenting on utility extensions and 

data center. Major points included: the AUAR is not adequate analysis. There has only 

been positive effects mentioned by staff and not the negative impacts. The Comp Plan 

Steering committee did not have input on the rezoning plan  

 

C. Jonathan Thornton – 5869 Hermantown Rd.: Commenting on utility extensions and data 

center. See Attached letter - B 

 

D. Emma Richtman- 5215 Chris Drive. Not present but sent communication via email the 

day of the meeting. See attached email C 

  

  
 

4. PRESENTATIONS  
 

 A. Adolph Utility Extension Economic Impact Study — Chad Ronchetti, Economic 

Development Director: Gave 5 different examples of projects/developments that 

Hermantown missed out on because the city of Hermantown did not have utilities in 

the SW corner of the city limits.  

  Jim Sweeny- Why are we just hearing about these opportunities now? 

Chad: The projects die because the private costs are too high. And the commission 

never sees them 

  Barry: Are there other areas these projects could go?  

Chad: Not with the connection to the railroad and sub station 

  Clarissa: This presentation is just to data center driven and not public need 
 

5. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 A. WLSSD Discharge Monitoring Report – placed on file. 

 B. Utility Billing Update- placed on file. 

 C. MN Dept of Health – 2025 Consumer confidence Report-Drinking water 

 D. Stebner Rd Feasibility Study; The City Engineer explained where we are in the 

project process and how  



  Barry Simonson; Does the size of pipe with the utility extension? David the two 

projects will not impact each other. 

Will the sidewalk go on both sides of Stebner Rd? David: No just one due to the type 

of project and layout of the ROW 

 E. Waste Management Plan Amendment- Public Comment Period 

 F. Wastewater Treatment Capacity Allocation Permit (2027-2030) 

The city engineer has been working on calculating the cities needs and speculates that 

with future developments we will ask for an allocation of 1 million gal per year for the 

next 4 years 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS: none 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS: Rob Commented that the Clerk did a good job with the research for 

this agenda item. 

 A. Utility Bill Credit Request - Holt 

 B. Utility Bill Credit Request - Anderson 

 C. Utility Bill Credit Request - Somers 

 VOTE: Robert McLachlan proposed that each of the three user get charged a Tier 1 rate. 

In addition, Anderson would not get a sewer charge for the overage, and Somers would not 

have a late fee for that month. and seconded by Barry Simonson, Carried. 

 

Bill Berg:    Yea    

Councilor Andy Hjelle:    Yea    

Doug Kerfeld:    Yea    

Robert McLachlan:    Yea    

James Sweeney: Yea 

Barry Simonson Yea 

Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 

8. REPORTS 
 

 A. Budget to Actual Expenditure Report – placed on file. 
 

 B. Public Works Director Report – placed on file. 
 

 C. Utility & Infrastructure Director Report – placed on file. 
 

 D. Water Loss Report – placed on file. 
 

 E. WLSSD Monthly Flow - Rain Fall & Flow Report – placed on file. 
 



 F. Comfort Systems Invoice – placed on file. 
 

 G. New Connections Report – placed on file.  
 

9. COMMISSION MEMBERS REPORT 
 

 A. Barry Simonson – None 
 

 B. William Berg - None 
 

 C. Robert McLachlan - None 
 

 D. Doug Kerfeld - Absent 
 

 E. James Sweeney - None 
 

 F. Councilor Andy Hjelle – Thanked everyone for volunteering there time 
 

10. RECESS  

 

Motion to adjourn at 7:12pm. This motion, made by Robert McLachlan and seconded by  

Bill Berg, Carried. 

 

Bill Berg:    Yea    

Councilor Andy Hjelle:    Yea    

Doug Kerfeld:    Yea    

Robert McLachlan:    Yea    

James Sweeney: Yea 

Barry Simonson Yea 

Yea: 6, Nay: 0  
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