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PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
November 21, 2023 Meeting Summary
7:00 PM

1.	ROLL CALL
Members Present:	Joe Peterson; Valerie Ouellette; Buckley Simmons; and Councilor John 				Geissler

Members Absent:	Corey Kolquist; Beth Wentzlaff; and Dante Tomassoni

[bookmark: _Hlk35437983]Others Present:	Eric Johnson, Community Development Director; and Mary Murphy, 5180 			W Arrowhead Rd.

2.	APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion made by Buckley Simmons to approve the November 21, 2023 agenda as presented.  Seconded by Valerie Ouellette.  Motion carried.

3.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion made by Valerie Ouellette to approve the October 17, 2023 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Buckley Simmons.  Motion carried. 

4.	PUBLIC DISCUSSION
	None
	
[bookmark: _Hlk146888560]5.	PUBLIC HEARING
5A.	An application by Rainy Day Funding LLC for a Subdivision to create a 136-foot-wide parcel of 0.5 acres and a 1.88-acre lot accessed by way of a flag lot of 30-foot width at 5154 W Arrowhead Road.  The property is located in an R-3 zoning district.

Eric Johnson, Community Development Director, advised the members of the application of the property owner, Rainy Day Funding, LLC, who proposes to create a new flag lot along the western border of the existing property. The property owner is proposing a 40 foot pole/driveway’ connection to W Arrowhead Road for a distance of 173 feet with the ‘flag’ portion of the lot being approxmiately 166’ x 452’.  The proposed lot sizes for the two total parcels are:

Parcel A: 126’ x 173’= 21,798/43,560 or 0.5 acres
Parcel B: 40’ x 173’ and 166’ x 452’= 109,000/ 43,560 sf. or 1.88 acres 

The property owner intends to market both properties for sale.  

There were questions by the Planning and Zoning Commission members as to the location of the proposed flag lot and how it may affect a hand dug well on the adjacent property to the east (5146 W Arrowhead Road).  The Planning and Zoning Commission members voted to table the request until the November 21, 2023 meeting.

City staff contacted the applicant to discuss the ability to shift the proposed flag lot to the west in order to avoid issues with the adjacent property owners well.  The applicant has revised the proposed flag lot location to reflect these comments.

Motion made by Valerie Ouellette to approve the application by Rainy Day Funding LLC for a Subdivision to create a 136-foot-wide parcel of 0.5 acres and a 1.88-acre lot accessed by way of a flag lot of 30-foot width at 5154 W Arrowhead Road.  Seconded by Buckley Simmons.  Motion carried 4 to 0.  

5B.	An application by Robert Struck for a Subdivision to create a 1,031-foot-wide parcel of 13.72 acres and a 5.0-acre lot accessed by way of a flag lot of 193-foot width at 5661 St. Louis River Road.  The property is located in an S-1 zoning district.

Eric presented the application of property owner Robert Struck, who owns a 20 acre property at 5661 St. Louis River Road.  The property is irregularly shaped with the southern boundary being 1241 feet, the western boundary being 907 feet, the eastern boundary being 848 feet and the northern boundary being 821 feet..  The property has an existing home located in the eastern portion of the property.

The property owner proposes to create a new flag lot along the eastern border of the existing property. The property owner is proposing a 193 foot ‘pole/driveway’ connection to St. Louis River Road for a distance of 300 feet with the ‘flag’ portion of the lot being approxmiately 480’ x 547’.  The proposed lot sizes for the two total parcels are:

Parcel A: 1031’ x 907’= 553,784/43,560 or 12.71 acres
Parcel B: 193’ x 300’ and 480’ x 547’= 321,019/ 43,560 sf. or 7.37 acres 

The property owner intends to market Parcel A for sale and build a new home on Parcel B.  

Motion made by Buckley Simmons to approve the application by Robert Struck for a Subdivision to create a 1,031-foot-wide parcel of 12.71 acres and a 6.0-acre lot accessed by way of a flag lot of 193-foot width at 5661 St. Louis River Road.  Seconded by Valerie Ouellette.  Motion carried 4 to 0.  

5C.	Zoning Ordinance text amendments by the City of Hermantown amending Chapter 5 – Land Use Regulations by creating Section 590 – Hermantown Business Park.

Motion made by Buckley Simmons to table the Zoning Ordinance text amendments by the City of Hermantown amending Chapter 5 – Land Use Regulations by creating Section 590 – Hermantown Business Park.  Seconded by Valerie Ouellette.  Motion carried 4 to 0.  

5D.	Zoning Ordinance text amendments by the City of Hermantown amending Chapter 5 – Land Use Regulations by updating Section 500 – S-1, Suburban to include Agritainment use as a Special Use.

Eric advised the commission of the Hermantown City staff has received inquiries regarding agricultural based entertainment activities (corn mazes, wedding barns, etc.) in the past.  In 2018, the City revised Sections 525 and 530 to allow for Agritainment and required a Special Use Permit be obtained for the use.

Recently, City staff have received inquiries regarding Agritainment based uses within the S-1, Suburban zoning district.  City staff has concluded that Agritainment based uses are a logical extension to the S-1, Suburban zoning district as long as a Special Use Permit is obtained and conditions are set pertaining to the particular Agritainment use.

City staff is proposing amendments to both Chapter 5, Section 500 S-1, Suburban and Chapter 7 Special Use Permits regarding Agritainment.

Changes to the Zoning text amendments include:
· Adding Section 500.03.12 Agritainment
· Adding Section 725.03.04 Agritainment

Motion made by Valerie Ouellette to approve the Zoning Ordinance text amendments by the City of Hermantown amending Chapter 5 – Land Use Regulations by updating Section 500 – S-1, Suburban to include Agritainment use as a Special Use.  Seconded by Buckley Simmons.  Motion carried 4 to 0.  

	5E.	Zoning Ordinance text amendments by the City of Hermantown amending Chapter 7 – Special Use Permits by updating Section 725 – Governing Criteria to include requirements for Agritainment use.

Eric advised the commission that the Hermantown City staff has received inquiries regarding agricultural based entertainment activities (corn mazes, wedding barns, etc.) in the past.  In 2018, the City revised Sections 525 and 530 to allow for Agritainment and required a Special Use Permit be obtained for the use.

Recently, City staff have received inquiries regarding Agritainment based uses within the S-1, Suburban zoning district.  City staff has concluded that Agritainment based uses are a logical extension to the S-1, Suburban zoning district as long as a Special Use Permit is obtained and conditions are set pertaining to the particular Agritainment use.

City staff is proposing amendments to both Chapter 5, Section 500 S-1, Suburban and Chapter 7 Special Use Permits regarding Agritainment.

Changes to the Zoning text amendments include:
· Adding Section 725.03.04 Agritainment

Motion made by Valerie Ouellette to approve the Zoning Ordinance text amendments by the City of Hermantown amending Chapter 7 – Special Use Permits by updating Section 725 – Governing Criteria to include requirements for Agritainment use.  Seconded by Buckley Simmons.  Motion carried 4 to 0.  

	6. 	CONTINUING BUSINESS
	None

7.	NEW BUSINESS
	None



8.	COMMUNICATIONS
[bookmark: _GoBack]	None

9.	COMMISSION MEMBER REPORTS
Joe Peterson – None
Corey Kolquist – Absent
Valerie Ouellette – None
OPEN – 
	Beth Wentzlaff – Absent
	Buckley Simmons – None
	Dante Tomassoni – Absent
	John Geissler – Opening on Planning & Zoning Commission

ADJOURN

Motion made by Buckley Simmons to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Valerie Ouellette.  Meeting adjourned at 7:53pm.
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	Joe Peterson, Chairman
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