
  

Lost Property  

On July 2, 2023, 911 received a call from a woman who had just been shopping at Sam’s Club and 

realized she left a bag of her medications behind at the self-checkout area and noticed it when she 

got all the way home. She called the store and they told her it was not there anymore. Officers spoke 

with the woman who was worried she would not be able to refill her prescription. Staffed reviewed 

footage of the area and there was no bag left behind at the register. While the officer was reviewing 

the store footage, the woman called back and stated she found the bag of medication in her grapes.  

Check Welfare  

On July 2, 2023, officers were requested to check on a woman’s welfare near the Gymnastics 

Academy parking lot. The caller stated there was a woman who was yelling help sitting in a vehicle 

near there. Officers responded to a 54-year-old woman on scene who stated that her dog had ran 

away a couple of days ago near Howard Gnesen/W Arrowhead and was hit by a car. She advised that 

someone had contacted her stating the dog was seen in this area. The woman claimed that she was 

yelling the dog’s name, “Chenelle”, not “HELP”. No further assistance was needed at this time.  

Property Damage to Vehicle  

 On July 5, 2023, 911 received a call from a man who stated he was at Walmart and a man in the 

vehicle next to his banged his door against his car and left a dent. When the man tried to confront 

the driver, he claimed that the man ignored him and walked into the store. Officers responded and 

spoke to both parties and observed the damage. The reporting party stated the man opened his 

driver's door and dinged his passenger side door, leaving a dent and chipped paint. The suspect said 

he did not notice and that he is hard of hearing. Officers saw the dent and paint scratch and it lined 

up with the door and matched perfectly. It appeared to have been caused by the suspect’s door. The 

damage was photographed and officers issued city notes to each party for insurance purposes.  

On July 7, 2023 around 1719 hours, officers were alerted that a couple had arrived at Walmart and 

parked in the parking lot and parked in a handicap spot just outside the GM doors. The 83-year-old 

woman had stayed with the car while her partner went inside. While she was sitting in the vehicle 

she heard a crunch and knew someone hit their vehicle. There was a dent to the DS rear bumper and 

some scuffing on the vehicle. The vehicle parked on the driver's side of the vehicle had paint transfer 

and scuffing along the passenger doors that lined up perfectly with the damage.  

Officers went inside and watched surveillance video which showed an 82-year-old man pull in too 

tightly and hit the reporting party’s vehicle right where the damage is. The man starts backing out 
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and makes contact a second time. While Officers were reviewing video, the man came out to his 

vehicle and admitted to hitting the vehicle and said his plan was to leave his insurance information 

with them. The man was advised in the future he needs to deal with the crash before he goes in 

the store or walks away from the scene of the accident.  

Theft  

On July 5, 2023, officers were alerted of a call near 4900 block of Firwood Lane where the 

reporting person claimed a man was at a nearby property and was taking a ladder out of a shed 

there and was placing it in their vehicle. Officers were able to locate the vehicle and initiated a 

traffic stop. The 77-year-old man spoke openly about taking the ladder and that he stated the 

ladder belonged to him as he previously resided at this location. Officers were not able to speak 

with the current homeowner and were not able to determine who owns the ladder at this time. 

The man agreed to return the ladder to the location until contact with the new owner of the home 

could be made.  

Fraud/Scam  

On July 6, 2023 at 1634 hours, a woman came into the Hermantown Police Department lobby and 

was currently on the phone with someone who told her she was a federal agent. She wanted to 

know if there was a way to look up a federal badge to see if the person was really an agent as he 

claimed. The 44-year-old woman told officers that the agent on the phone told her she was going 

to be arrested for money laundering and a whole other variety of crimes in a far-away state. The 

agent also told her not to tell anyone and to go purchase a money card from Walmart. The woman 

stated she believed the agent until he started asking for the numbers on the back of the pre-paid 

card from Walmart. 

Officers advised the woman that this was most likely a common scam and that they were using 

scare tactics to get her to comply with their demands. Once she told the agent she was at the 

police department, the agent reminded her that she wasn't supposed to tell anyone but then told 

her Hermantown Officers would be arresting her tomorrow. When she hung up, the agent 

spoofed the Hermantown office number to her cell phone. Officers reassured her that the 

department was not calling her. Officers encouraged her to block any numbers that call her 

repeatedly. The woman did not lose any money and she did not give any personal information. 

Traffic Accident  

On July 7, 2023, officers were dispatched to a report of an accident at the intersection of Ugstad 

Road and Maple Grove Road. Officer Gottschald arrived on scene and located both involved 

vehicles. Unit 1 was driven by a 16-year-old female and Unit 2 by a 20-year-old male. Unit 1 was 

stopped at the four-way intersection of Ugstad Road and Maple Grove Road and began turning 

westbound onto Maple Grove Road. Unit 2 stated they did not stop for the stop sign. Unit 2 said 

they were westbound on Maple Grove Road and when they tried to stop it was too late. Unit 1 



 

had moderate front end damage but was able to be driven. Unit 2 had minor denting and 

scratching on the rear passenger side. Ultimately, Unit 2 was cited for Failure to Stop for Stop Sign. 

Driving Under the Influence  

On July 7, 2023 at 0434 hours, Officer Stracek of the Hermantown Police Department observed 

the vehicle traveling ahead near the intersection of Maple Grove Road and Lavaque that was 

displaying expired tabs. The officer conducted a traffic stop and observed signs of impairment 

from the driver. While speaking with the 32-year-old driver, the officer detected a mild odor of 

acholic beverage emitting from her breath as she answered questions. When asked her how much 

she had to drink and she admitted to consuming one beverage and stated she had to go and pick 

up her friend at the Carlton County Jail and that she had to talk with deputies.  

The woman failed SFSTs and provided a preliminary breath sample of 0.127. The driver was 

arrested and the vehicle was towed. Officers conducted a vehicle inventory and transported the 

driver to HPD for a test. The driver provided a DMT test which resulted in 0.11. The driver was 

found to have two prior DWIs and one was within the last 10 years. She was ultimately charged 

with 3rd Degree DUI and Expired Tabs. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


