
  

Driving Under the Influence 
At 11:30 p.m. on 08/06/22, Officer Stracek observed a Chevy Silverado travel northbound on Stebner 
Road from the stop sign at Morris Thomas Road.  The vehicle accelerated quickly and Officer Stracek 
used his rear radar to lock the speed at 54 mph in a 40 mph zone.  After turning around, Officer 
Stracek caught up to the vehicle as it turned westbound onto Hermantown Road and he performed a 
traffic stop.  Officer Stracek detected an overwhelming odor of alcoholic beverage emitting from the 
vehicle and noted that the driver had glossy eyes.  He stated they were coming from a friend’s house 
in Proctor and admitted to consuming two drinks, adding that he was the “sober driver” for his four 
passengers.  The 39-year-old man performed poorly on field sobriety testing.  His preliminary breath 
test resulted in a reading of .152 BAC.  Officer Stracek noted that the driver had two previous DWIs, 
one within 10 years.  Reports were forwarded to the prosecuting attorney for charges of 3rd degree 
DWI, .08 or more, speed, and no proof of insurance.   
 
On 08/04/22 at 11:53 p.m., Officer Stracek was working a Toward Zero Death special traffic 
enforcement shift when he observed a blue sedan veer over the centerline, then quickly correct 
itself.  He noted that there was a suspended object hanging from the rearview mirror.  Officer 
Stracek initiated a traffic stop and made contact with the 22-year-old female driver and her male 
passenger.  The woman stated they were headed from Superior, where they picked up cupcakes, and 
the man stated they were headed to his house.  Officer Stracek noted a moderate odor of marijuana 
and alcoholic beverage while speaking to the driver.  He confiscated the refuse from a THC cigarette 
that the passenger admitted to purchasing in Canal Park.  He asked the driver about the opened case 
of beer in the backseat; she stated they were at a liquor store earlier and admitted to drinking a 
little, stating she consumed her last beverage about an hour before getting pulled over.  Officer 
Stracek had to ask the female multiple times to exit the vehicle. The woman began to get frustrated 
at her passenger and asked if she could just have her dad respond to pick her up.  She ultimately got 
out of her vehicle and performed field sobriety tests.  The woman’s preliminary breath test reading 
was .133%.  After the driver’s parents arrived on scene to pick up her vehicle, the woman spoke 
briefly to her dad before being transported for processing.  She had one prior DWI conviction from 
January 2021.  Reports were forwarded to the prosecuting attorney for charges of 3rd degree DWI, 
.08 or more, and suspended object.   
 
Theft 
On the afternoon of 07/31/22, a 74-year-old Haines Road resident reported the theft of her 24-year-

old granddaughter’s wallet.  The reporting party stated there was a celebration of life at her house 

that afternoon.  Around 3 or 3:30 p.m., the victim discovered her wallet missing.  Detective Dwyer 

spoke to the victim by phone, as she had left the residence to return home to check for her wallet.  

She confirmed that she had not left it at home.  She described her wallet and stated there was 

around $150 in cash, multiple credit cards, her driver’s license, and miscellaneous gift cards.  She 
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advised Detective Dwyer that her wallet had been inside a backpack near the top of the stairs 

leading to the basement inside her grandma’s house.  She reported that her backpack had been 

torn apart in a manner consistent with someone having gone through it.  The reporting party later 

advised Detective Dwyer that she had a suspect for the theft.  She stated that a neighbor told her 

about recent burglaries in the city and sent her pictures of the suspect in those cases.  She then 

showed the pictures to family members that had attended the celebration of life that day. 

Detective Dwyer spoke with two men who witnessed a woman at the celebration of life that they 

believe was the woman in the pictures shown to them.   One of the men stated he had observed 

the woman coming out of the master bedroom of the residence and said that he assumed at the 

time that she had been using the master bathroom, as the other bathroom may have been in use.  

The other man said he observed the female coming up from the basement.  This incident is under 

investigation.   

On 08/05/22, a 43-year-old Haines Road resident reported that his shed had been entered after 

someone pried off the lock clasp.  He stated nothing was stolen and he would be able to fix the 

metal lock clasp.   

On 08/05/22, a West Pond Drive resident reported the loss of $2,000.  The reporting party stated 

she registered online for a class and later received a call from someone posing as Microsoft 

security.  This person stated someone had made fraud charges to her account and made her 

believe she was being transferred to the Wells Fargo fraud department.  She went and purchased 

gift cards and provided the caller with the number and codes.  The caller told her the gift cards 

would be uploaded to her account.  She stated that after the incident, she contacted the local 

branch of Wells Fargo, who advised her she was scammed.   

Just before 10 p.m. on 08/06/22, Officer Stracek was dispatched to the report of a theft from a 

motor vehicle at the Econo Lodge.  The 60-year-old reporting party stated that he had been 

staying at the Econo Lodge for an extended period of time while he was in the area for work.  He 

stated between 5:45 and 6 p.m., he was moving his belongings from his room to his vehicle to 

head home to Alabama.  He said his glove box was open when he went to leave, but he didn’t 

think too much of it.  He didn’t notice anything missing from the vehicle until he was stopped by a 

State Trooper near Pine City; at that time, he noticed his lunchbox was missing.  He told Officer 

Stracek that he then drove back to the Econo Lodge to make the theft report.  In addition to the 

lunchbox, he stated that a wallet, driver’s license, a union card, TWIC card, work certifications, and 

four personal checks were taken.   

Fire 
On 08/04/22 at 9 a.m., dispatched received the report of a vehicle on fire in the Fleet Farm lot.  
Detective Dwyer arrived to find the Chevy Silverado fully engulfed.  The owner stated he had been 
in the store for 10-15 minutes and it was unknown what caused the truck to start on fire.  HVFD 
responded to extinguish the fire.   
 

 

 

 


